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WHEAT PRODUCTION IN GEORGIA AND FOOD SECURITY OF THE
COUNTRY
Gogola Margvelashvili
Georgian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia
E-mail:gogolamargvelashvili@yahoo.com

Summary

The first priority and irreplaceable factor of food security in a country is the wheat yield
indicator.

Out of 27 wheat varieties known in the world 14 are found in Georgia, of which 5 are endemics
— Makha, Zanduri, Chelta Zanduri, Georgan Asli, and Dika. It is evidence that Georgia is the primary
center of wheat crop origin.

The second priority and irreplaceable factor of food security is soil. The shortage of arable
land is the country is further added by a great share in it of degraded soils, accounting for 35-40% of the
cropland. Statistics allow assuming that Georgia has the potential to produce the sufficient wheat volume
and do without its imports.

As compared with 1990, when land under crop made 701.9 thousand ha, in 2018, the land under
crop reduced by 494.8 thousand ha. In the country, which food imports amount to 80%, 300-350
thousand ha of land at least are abandoned, uncultivated, and under the threat of desertification.

Amelioration of the above-mentioned 300-350 thousand ha, conduct of the appropriate farming
practices, introduction of soil-protection and resource-saving farming under conditions of the use of
highly productive breeding varieties will, together with other goods, successfully handle the problem of
the country satisfaction with the wheat of local production, which is a stable guarantee for food security.
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