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DEFINING TERMS OF WHEAT PLANTING FOR SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI
REGION
Tamar Narimanishvili
The Agronomy Doctoral Program Student of Samtskhe-Javakheti State University,
Akhalcikhe, Georgia

E-mail: t.narimanishvili@gmail.com

Summary

Wheat is an ancient crop for Georgia. Domestication of the crop took place around
10,000 years ago and spred all over the world. Wheat cultivation has started in Georgia about
5,000 years ago. During millenia Georgians created multiple unique wheat and proved that
Georgia is one of the first homes for cultivated wheat. There are five proven endemic varieties
in the wheat botanic family - 7. timopheevii Zhuk, T. Karamyschevii Nevski, T. persicum Vav.,
T. zhukovskyi Men. et Eriz, T. macha Dekapr. et Men. More than 154 varieties of soft wheat
and more than 150 varieties of aborigen (autochthonous) are found and described in Georgia.
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Noteworthy that there is a seperate group called the varieties of Meskhet-Javakheti,
including Akhaltsikhe Red doll bread, Meskhetian Doll bread, Meskhetian Dika, etc. It means
that wheat was widely spread crop in the region.

The researches shows that wheat productivity was quite high and the average yield per ha was

about 2,5-3,5 tons. The recent climatic processes dramatically reduced wheat productivity.

The weakness of Samtskhe-Javakheti is the limited agroclimatic resource, in particular, short
vegetation period. As a result of the research, the cases of early frost are significantly higher in the
region than the average rate per country.

Modern intensive varieties of wheat are characterized by high level of breeding, therefore it is
important to identify the optimal terms for planting in order the sprout produce and develop fully.
According to our finding from September 20 to October 1 is the optimal period for planting of what in
Samtskhe-Javakheti enabling us to get high rate of sprouts and accordingly high yield. For achievement
of the goal it is highly recommended to apply modern fertilizers and technologies.
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