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GRAPEVINE BREEDING IN GEORGIA

Vazha Kvaliashvili
Georgian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Thilisi, Georgia.
kvaliva@gmail.com
Summary

It is confirmed by the researchers, that Georgia is the preliminary and the oldest center for origin
of diversity for domesticated grapevine in the World. Our ancestors - viticulturists originated and saved
to us more than 500 grapevine varieties during 8000 year history of this crop here.

Since 1900 it was started the activities for originated of new grape varieties with usage of the
method of interspecific hybridization within the species of Vitis vinifera L. in Georgia.

During the 1904-1960 the breeder V. Bestavashvili obtained new varieties named as
Bestavashvilis Tetra, Shalvaseuli Karvisperi, Khidistavis Tsiteli, Tesdisuri Shauvi,
Tsvrilmartsvala, Goruli Tetri and other 50 varieties and prospective breeding forms as a result of
crossing of Georgian and foreign varieties.

Since 1940s the new varieties Thilisuri, Muskaturi Rkatsiteli, Chinebuli, Kolkhuri and
Vardzia were bred by V. Kantaria, N. Chakhnashvili, M. Ramishvili and others in the Department of
Viticulture at the Georgian Agricultural Institute.

D. Tabidze from the Institute of Horticulture, Viticulture and Oenology made various crossing
and selected the varieties Kartuli Saadreo, Mtis VVazi and others.

By the Georgian (N. Aleksidze) and the foreign researchers it was distinguished comparatively
resistance of Georgian local varieties against Phylloxera and the fungal diseases. In 1970-1975 V.
Gotsiridze with the researchers of the Group of Immune Selection continued research on the resistance
of Georgian grape varieties against fungal diseases and concluded, that in the each regions of Georgia
there are some comparatively resistant varieties, and it is possible to obtain new relatively resistant
varieties by their crossing.

Ample activities was done for collection of native grapevine genetic resources and for destination
of their usage by V. Staroselskii, S. Cholokashvili, D. Tabidze, M. Ramishvili, V. Kantaria, N.
Akhvlediani, N. Chkhartishvili, A. Menagharishvili, R. Ramishvili and other researchers in the last
centuries.

In 1957 it was improved the work at the Institute of Horticulture, Viticulture and Oenology under
supervising of the Academy of Agricultural Sciences of Georgia, which based on the agronomic and
enological study of the Georgian local genetic resources has selected the best varieties and completed
the list of recommended cultivars for the country.

In 2000s the Department of Grape and Fruit Germplasm Research, Genetics and Breeding at the
Institute of Horticulture, Viticulture and Oenology (D. Maghradze) did ample works for identification,
mobilization, conservation and usage of the local genetic resources of grapevine; Organization of the
DNA lab lead basis for research of Georgian autochthonous varieties by molecular markers; It has
activated the collection and research of wild grape.

Century — old grapevine breeding continues to work.
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