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Viticulture and winemaking in Adjara
Zaur Phutkaradze
Information and Consultation Center of Georgian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Batumi, Georgia
E-mail: zpn1962@gmail.com

Summary

Viticulture is one of the oldest and traditional fields of Georgia, which is proved by up to 500
of preserved vine species. This is why Georgia has been recognized as the homeland of the cultural vine;
scientists and researchers do not deny that the Georgian word "Gvino" is the foundation of this word for
other languages throughout various countries. Greek "Oino", Latin "Vinu", Haiti "Vana", Armenian
"Winnie", Russian "Vino", German "Vine", Arabic "Wanun", Hebrew "Yain" and Assyrian-Babylonian
"In" are derived from the Georgian name of wine. Additionally, it is very interesting to note that
geographically in such a small area as Adjara were created and cultivated up to 60 local varieties of
vine, which are unique and are not found in any other parts of the earth.
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Vakhushti Bagrationi wrote about Adjara: "There is a vineyard in the Adjara valley, full of
fruits, various berries, forest, cliffs, and mountains”, additionally Ivane Javakhishvili considered Adjara
as vineyard-line region. Currently, there are about 36-40 local and other different species of vineyards
in the region.

Special attention is devoted to the cultivation, grape harvesting and grape processing from 2012.
Four agricultural cooperatives have been financed in this direction, which have planted various
vineyards (Chkhaveri, Tsitska, Tsolikouri) on the area of 2 ha. Additionally booklets and other necessary
information have been provided to farmers and other interested people. There was arranged a vineyard-
session on the territory of Gara-Khutsubani of Kobuleti municipality, where 3030 of vineyards and over
32 various species were planted. During 2014, in the framework of the special agro-credit project of the
Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia, "Kakheti Traditional Winemaking" company has been granted a
preferential loan to construct a wine factory in Keda with modern standards, which inspired local farmers
even further for development of viticulture and winemaking fields.
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