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Sciences, Academician

Key Words: wheat, production, technology, seed production, export-import, strategy, priorities, state regulation,
ecologically pure production, prognosis, perspective

Abstract

Wheat in Georgia is a strategic agricultural culture and it has a long history of development as well as a
significant economic importance. Out of 20 species of wheat known in the world, the origin of 12 species is Asia,
and 8 of them come from the South Caucasus, out of which 5 is Georgian endemic wheat.

Wheat production occupies one of the leading positions in Georgian Agriculture and is credited to be a
guarantor of food safety in the country.

According to official data, the country produces 75 thousand tons per year and imports 651 thousand, so the
total amount of wheat is 796 thousand tons. Wheat consumption per person is 110 kg (in compare with
physiological norm - 87,3%), but actual production is only 18 kg per person. Georgian population consumes 700-
800 thousand tons, and the country produces only 8-10 % of it, the rest amount is imported from abroad.

The article also highlights the importance of development of seed production and testing of species.

Expansion of wheat production in Georgia should be based on market demand and safe, sustainable
development. Based on estimations, it has been defined that by 2025, the average optimal size of wheat area will
be 114. thousand hectares, and the crop will reach 421,8 th, tons. By that time, the wheat crop will increase in
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Kakheti region, in 2025, and reach 45,7%; in Shida Kartli expected growth will reach — 23,0%, and in Kvemo
Kartli — 20,2%.

The wheat production is closely connected with the ecologically pure product manufacturing. From this point
of view, Georgia has to pass two stages: 1. Transition period: implementation of integrated system of plant
protection will take place. Stage 2. Development of ecologically pure production will be maintained.

State regulation is important for wheat production stability and sustainability, which should be attained through
scientific researches, particularly by a complex target program “Grain” worked out by the Academy of
Agricultural Sciences. The program represents state recommendations and prioritisizes strategic directions for
sustainable and safe development of grain cultures in Georgia. The document has been published in one volume,
also electronic version of the book is available.
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