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Representatives of Genus Asphodeline Reichenb.
in the National Botanical Garden of Georgia
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Abstract

Two species of a relic genus Asphodeline Reichenb (Fam. Asphodelaceae) - Asphodeline lutea (L.) Reichenb. and
Asphodeline taurica (Pall. Ex Bieb.) Kunth that are well adapted to Tbilisi's semiarid climate have been introduced to the
collection area of the National Botanical Garden of Georgia for years.

Asphodeline is one of the few species in the ancient Mediterranean, which is represented with about 15 species
worldwide. It is mainly localized in the limestone mountainous regions of the western Mediterranean. They are narrow
ecological, specialized plants, mainly lithophiles. They are distinguished for their decorative and medicinal properties.
There are three species naturally spread in Georgia.

The plants are frost and drought resistant. They are less demanding and develop perfectly on sandy or loamy soils.
They require bright sunlight, so the plot is desirable to be located in the area of direct sunlight. During the active
flowering period the plants need to be watered regularly and afterwards the soil moisture should be maintained.
Watering is usually carried out not less than 2-3 times a week. They cannot tolerate groundwater and that is why good
drainage is necessary.

The plants are well propagated by means of seeds as well as by vegetative method. Propagation by dividing roots is a
priority.

The article focuses on the morphological features, importance, areal, chorotype, habitats, ecological characteristics,
cultivation potential, propagation methods, agro-techniques, pests and diseases, ways to combat them and the
morphological features of Asphodeline lutea (L.) Reichenb. and Asphodeline taurica (Pall. Ex Bieb.) Kunth.
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